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FOREWORD

In the Summeof 2022William Kramer, Randall Hanifen, and Micki Harrell of the
firm Kramer and Associatesonducted a study regarding the state of fire protection in
OlmstedTownship,Cuyahoga CountyOH, delivered fronmone central firestation (Resumes
of the consultants arfound inAppendix 1)

The consultantbelped FireChief Pat Kellydetermine the capability of th@lmsted
Township Fire Department to deliver necessary fire protection and emergency medical service
both now and into the futuréd mastefrplan wasoutlined dealing withstaffing, organizational
structuring,fire stationlocationor locatiors andthe feasibiliy of creatinga regional fire
district of which Olmsted Township would be a participant.

A complete analysis is a complex undertaking where a change in one factor has a ripple
effect changing all others. For example, the types of fire apparatus arcdineetergency
response vehicles determine the size needs of a given station. The age and condition of an
existing station determines whether it is viable or needs replacing.

One station may be insufficient, requiring perhaps or more additiondbcaions.
Thefrequency with which service is demanded must be balanced with response times which
canvary widelyacrossa community. Theonsultants haverorked diligently to balance all of
these factors in presenting a blueprint for the futu@lmstedTownship.

As a keycommunity on the southwestern edgeCofyahoga Countgnd as a
community with diverse corporate members and residential neighborhoods, the Tdvasship
unigue challenges in providing services but corresponding opportunities for creative service
delivery.

We found Fire Chief Pat Kellio be a consummate fessional as he met with the
consultand as neededndshowed real dedicatidin the implementation of suggested upgrades
and improvements for the Fire and EMS servietsprovided all information requested while
ably performing his dutief\ssistantChief Christopher Methvin wabkelpful and supportive
throughout the study.

Pat Kelly, Christopher Methvin,
Fire Chief Assistant Chief




Interviews with a wide cross section of stakeholders indicated that there are differing

opinionsregarding the state of fire protection in Olmsted Township. Residents and businesses

for the most part, are satisfied. In discussions with governmental leaders, fire officials, union
leaders, and ordinary citizens, the consultants found overall appyadatithe fine fire
protection and EMS services provided in Olmsted Township.

Officers and members of the Olmsted Township Fire Department participated actively
in meetings with the consultants, consistently displaying a progressive spirit that cae only

beneficial to the residents and corporate citizens of Olmsted Township.

A consultant is usually no more intelligent than the client that he or she is serving, but
can bring objectivity and nebias to a jurisdiction that can be quite valuables haped that
this study will provide information that can be used by Olmsted Township officials to create a
Fire and Rescue service commensurate with increasing demands, and quality service which
residents and businesses of Olmsted Township deserve.

Special thank$o IAFF Local 2845 Current pesidentChristianPlazar and his union
members werwilling to be allies for fire department improvements. We had discussions and
impromptu meetingwith personnethroughout the rank structure in tBémstedTownship
Fire Departmentgainingmuch insight into the heart and spirit@fmstedT o wn s hi p 6 s

atthese meetings.

It is evident that while interested parties may have differing opinions, they all want to
see a successf@limstedTownship Fire Departmemind are open to improvements.

Thanks, and appreciation to Township Trustedso are dedicate@ublic servants,
showing a genuine interestserving their constituency, and making sure residents of the
township, receive quality fire and EMS service. We greatly appreciate the support for this
study fromBoard ofTrustees Riley A. Alton, Jeanene Kseand Lisa ZverThanks also to

Fiscal OfficerBrian Gillette

Trustee
Riley A. Alton

Trustee
Jeanene Kress

Trustee
Lisa Zver

Fiscal Officer
Brian Gillette

Olmsted Township deserves credit for seeking a neutral opinion regardifigethe
Department and EMS Operations since these are among the most vital and expensive of

Township services.

f
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

A comprehensive analysis was performed to determine the capability of the personnel
and equipment at trengle fire stationascurrently organized i@IlmstedTownship, to deliver
necessary fire protection, EMS and other emergency services, both nawoatie ifuture.
Thisfourpage synopsis i s an fiExecutive Summaryo

The consultants reviewed all aspects of@h@stedTownship Fire Departmeinrt
detail. Duringseveramultiple-day site visits the consultantgernviewed key personnel from
TownshipGovernment and the Fire Department, other area Fire Departments and other
agencies that had a role in the operations of the Fire DepartiMenterousstatistical data
itemswere reviewed, collated and reduced to sumrtebles in this report. The Consultaat
all times stove for detailed factual data and a wide range of viewpoints.

The consultants were impressed with the high degree of professionali@wmship
Government and in the Fil2epartmenttself. The consulting team monitored field operatipns
and, n short, they are pleased to report that the Fire Departmpatforming qui¢ well but
could use an additional station to ensure #tigtortions of the township can be reached in
acceptable time staadis.

Vision, Mission, and Core Values

We examined the existing missistatemenof theOlmstedTownship Fire Department
during the analysis and found it is a fa#élrvice fire department delivering all forms of
expected emergency respomsgudingmedical transport. The Fire Department is not meeting
national standards for crew sizes per apparahen staffing levels dmpbelow the authorized
strength due to the instability of the pame staffing model. When affordable, career
personnetan be addetb enable the fire departmentlie standard compliaoh a regular
basis We will propose changes that will nessimefunding, but show ways in which costs can
be controlled and revenue to the fire department augmented.

Like mostfire departmentsEEmergency Medical Serviaalls constitute the bulk of the
emergency runsandOImstedTownshipprovides prehospital care ahe parameditevel.
Since itprovidesambulance transposervicesit doesgaina source of revenue available from
Medicare and private insurers.

OlmstedTownshiphas continued to invest in both equipment and training to ensure
that personnel deliver the latest fvespital procedures and practicBsth ambulances and
enginesare equippeavith life-savingequipment to ensuneersatility inresponse to both fire
and EMS emergencies. This allows an efficiency through the use otdlitpmpersonnel to
answemedical emergencies, tipgimaryneedfor life-saving servicesegardless ofvhich
vehicle they may be in on the road.



Staffing: Olmsted Township

The consulting team found varying degrees of energy and enthusiasm among members
of all ranks in theédlmstedTownship Fire Departmemindoverall,a professional groupfo
which the townshigan be proudStaffing leves vary dailyfrom three to four on the front line,
depending on vacations, sick leave and similar factors.

In addition,The Chief andAssistantChief are available during normal weekday
working hours. In Northern Ohio and alcross the country, the pool of interested applicants
for fire department employmertioth fulktime and partime, is dwindling Many reasons are
cited including healtllangersrather statipay and benefits (as compared to the private sector)
and the increased entlgvel requirements and continuing education demé&siadting levels
needto beaddressed in order to maintaire high level of servicéo which OlmstedTownship
has becomeaccustomed

Fire Apparatus and Equipment:

The rolling stock, or more commonly called fire apparatus units, now sedhimsgted
Townshipwere analyzed and found to tvell designed. Specifications and plans should
continue to focus omulti-use apparatus, such as rescue enginésAliE (Advanced Life
Supporti.e.,Paramedickapabilities Saffing levelsnow dictate that each fire company handle
a variety of calls. As concurrent calls continue to increfeset, versatilitywill becone
increasingly important.

Pump laddes, SCBAhydraulictoolsand compressor are all checked bydurty
personnel and annual pump and ladder tests are completed by certified vendors. The existing
fleet can be tweaked going forward to meet the need®didtvnshipThe consultants like the
versatility of fire apparatus that combines engine and ladder capabilities into one. Vdtacle
OlmstedTownshipaerialdoes havéhe five functions of uint and meetiationalstandard.
Money needed to replace litpwever would better be used for staffing

Fire stations:

Thesingle existing fire statiodoescover the majority of the landmass of the township
but anadditional station in the southwest would be a great improvement in overall township
response times

A second station makes senisat only if there can be at least six line personnel per
day, with three at each locatioldeally there would be four feeach to be compliant with
national standard¥Ve will examinesome options in the mapping section, and show how an
additional station might be shared wilolumbiaTownship to thesouth.The Township has
seen anodest growtlin population over the lasegeral decades so the fire department will not
benefit from any growing tax base and must be fiscally frugal going forward. There is,
however, a growing number of rumsnew development in the southwest will be adding 500
homes with a bump in tax revenue.

Adding a fire stations an expensive proposition but the cost of the facility is a mere
fraction of thepayrollinvestment for the personnel which will staff the station over its lifetime.
The importance of qualitgtationlocation is an investment beyond construction costs.



911 Communications

The consultants found strength in ®euthwest Emergendispatch Centelocated in
Strongsville, OHTrained dispatchetsandle calls foOImsted township and its neighboring
communitiesprovidingan efficiency and a smooth operation when muliggenciesare sent
to a serious incident. The consultant visited the center and noted that personneldieae
well with fire department persoel It does havestateof-the-art equipment for both caléking
and dispatching

Supervision andTraining:

The report covers the importance of training in the fire department and provides
suggestions both for basic firefighting operations, and leadership for officers. We advocate
low-cost highquality programs such as National Fire Academy courses

Run Data, Hre Suppression, Fire Prevention and Balance in functions:

The report analyzes run data and response times and provides suggestions for
improvement. Where service demand is greatest, response times are within recommended
standards, but in the outer ared©ImstedTownshipaverage response times and distances are
stretched to the limits of acceptability.

Portions ofOImstedTownship, remain outside the limits of the NFPA 1710
recommended travel timeBhe report addresses the changing nature of thddpartment
role in the community, looks at it from a regional perspective and notes the occasional need to
give and receive mutual aiihe report also examines the reliability of the mutual aid units.

Topography and Demographics

The study provides asverview ofOlmstedTownshipas a community, including
topography, demographics, special hazards, target zones, and other unique characteristics that
impact upon fire and emergency response.

Standards, Comparisons

In analyzing call volume and resporisres, the report references national standards
for performance and staffing recommendations, such as National Fire Protection Association
(NFPA) Standard 171@nd analyzes the present and future ability ofQhestedTownship
Fire Units, individually and as a group, to comply with the standards.

The study will include a comparison ©fmstedTownshipwith similar sizedire
departments regardirige structuring and staffing of Fire Departments. Similarly, the report
also provides present and futurgueements necessary to maintain or improve district ratings
by ISO (Insurance Services Office), which impact fire insurance costs, especially for
commercial operations.

The study analyzes the community considering new demands placed on the modern fire
service, including emergency management and homeland securi#p@erdix 2 for the
demographics that were used as a backdrop for this study.



Fully -trained personnel

When communities pay for futime persons to staff fire stations, or even to guarantee
that there will be a response, there is an efficiency gained if the persons can serve as both
Firefighters andEMTs or Paramedicsasis the casé&erein OlmstedTownship.

With all full-time career personneklseduling and shiftoveragas more reliable.
Anotheradvantage to increasing career persoigtble retentionof personnel that are not only
trained as forfirefighterffdramedidsduEactarifed as trainers, fire
investigators, hamat technicians,etc.

Funding, Budgets

Both the capital and operating budget©imstedTownshipare limited and the fire
department should be prepared to operate without significant inctegssmsonnel unless a
new dedicated tax levy is passed by a majority of voterg.personnel additions would have
to be oftset with new revenuesew staffig schedule efficiencies or increases in levy
funding. TheOlmstedTownship Fire Departmen©(TFD) should be prepared for what many
predict will be a bidding war for personnel.

Water Supply:

The consultants analyzed the water system and fthardareadequate water mains
with sufficient volume and pressure in most of Tleevnship The fire department is working
with Cleveland water to extend water mains to the remaindbedbwnshipThe Olmsted
Township Fire Departmertn usually provide adeqeatvater from tanks on the pumpers that
respond so that sufficient water is available to control a room and contenEréreompanies
can tap into hydrants with sufficient volume for the larfyess. Continued enforcemeat fire
codes related to hydmaplacement should be continued

Regional Fire District

We show that a regional fire district could produce economies of scale for participants.
The Township would sacrifice identity and local control in exchange for enhanced service.
This would likely mprove service but not reduce fire department operational expenditures

Report Findings

The pages of this report will provide more specific and detailed information for each of
these targeted categories and will provide the logicatiohale behind the findings and
suggestions. The report does not follow the same exact order as the executive summary above,
since many of the subjects are interrelated,aardften crosgeferenced in different contexts
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HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE

TheOlmstedTownship Fire Departmen©(TFD) has provided fundamental service
throughout its history. It continues to proteesidential properties as well amny commercial
establishments

Although the frequency and severity ofustiure fires are declining nationally, and
OlmstedTownship has accordingly seen some reduction over time, new demands such as self
driving and electric vehicles, Carbon Monoxide alarms, increasing hazardous material
incidents, and vehicular accidentsraitjuire thegpresence of a wettained quick responding
fire department.

Over time, theOTFD fire station haundergone various transitions and currergly
positionedwell for most addresses based on the configurati@lrostedTownship.

The proper size of a fire department, including numbers of personnel and numbers of
stations is open to subjective interpretation but there are national standards and comparisons
with other townships that will be used to h&mstedTownship "right size'its force. Citizens
are the ultimate decisiemakers as they vote to accept or reject taxes to pay for their own
protection.

Fire protection, in general, presents an interesting history which is relevant to our study
and which can be divided into threer a s . The first era (AEra 10
Franklin, an early leader in the first American Volunteer Fire Service. Early in our history, the
US citizenry depended upon fire protection in the formatficles such as harmttawn hose
cartsand later, horsérawn steamers brought to the incident locatilbna sense, this first
form of fire protection has not changed much. Goasoast across North America, fire
departments both large and small back their apparatus into quarters, awaitri of a call,
and rush to the scene when an alarm is sounded.

On the next page we show three generations of equipment/ facilities for the Township
as it evolved from its inception

A second era of fire prot ementofdie (AEra I 1
suppression systems (sprinklers and alarms) inside of structures themselves. Commercial
buildings, factories, hotels, schools, and any other buildings which present a potential for large
loss or which represent a life hazard in terms of caoay can be protected with automatic
sprinkler systems. These will hold a fire at bay and often will summon fire suppression forces
when the water flow in the piping system triggers an automatic alarm. This type of fire
protection is immediately deployeahd is capable of operating independently of the external
protection provided by the fire department.

Fortunately, many highialue occupancies @ImstedTownship, including office
buildings schools, and nursing facilitiese sprinkler protected, greatly reducing the-fire
suppression responsibility that would otherwise be present f@lthstedTownship Fire
DepartmentSome residential units, including Evergreen Farms, do also have sprinkler
protection.

As part of Erdl, smoke alarms, which are mandated in many commercial structures,
have become popular in homes and have resulted in the early detection of many fires while in

11



the incipient stage. This has allowed the occupants to take immediate action and is responsibl
for saving untold numbers of people and many homes from the ravages of fire.

4

Olmsted Township
Fire Department over
time

Right: 195 0 6 s

Left: 19700s

Right: 20
And beyond




An obvious tradeoff exists betweerhouse proximate protection, provided by
sprinklers and alarms, (AEra I 10) and the e:
(AEra 10). As new commer ci ®lnsteiBownsHipom@vme nt ¢
structureswill enjoy Era Il internal protection, reducing the demands on firefighting forces.

New homes should be mandated to have-iared, batterybackup ionization smoke alarms.

The third generation of fcombel sgr dtl eec tsioxn e
(AEra 1 110). Currentl y, -resistant buidiogs,amdtomyfy e x i
these buildings with nenombustible furnishings. Coupled with this is the ability to treat all
fibrous products such as clothing, pgmkecorations or anything else that could conceivably be
brought into a structure with a hoichag&E or ditasr d
been used to treat all of the barns at the Ohio State Fairgrounds).

Should society ever agree to keahe necessary expenditures to create a non

combustible society, then not only are fire
but even sprinkler systemsandimo us e protection from AEra 11 ¢
necessaryl.l |l oThwei IAIErnaot enter into our study

close to entering a necombustible age. Overalpwever, the historical result of the move
toward Era Il and Ill has been fewer fires, and less intense fires where suppressims syst
exist. Fire Departments have taken on EMS, Technical Rescue, and other functions.

. Figure 1 shows the threstep historical evolution, and the current positioning of the
Fire Service, includin@lmstedTownship.

Figure 1 -- The Three Historical Phases of Fire Protection

l. Il [l.
Remote In-House Non-Combustible
Protection —* Protection Buildings
From Fire T (e.g., sprinklers) & Contents
Departments

Fire Service;
OlmstedTwp. in 2022
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Right: From the
archives:

The department
has progressed
nicely over time

In this report we will show
that:

The Olmsted Township Fire |
Department is delivering
guality fire control and
Emergency Medical Services
There are limitations to
service delivery when
multiple incicents occur
simultaneously

Regional cooperation is required with mutual aid and automatic interjurisdictional response.
Olmsted Township should examine the advantages and disadvantages that would occur with
participation in a larger regional fire district.

Olmsted Township should examine the feasibility of adding a second fire station, regardless of
whether or not it becomes part of a larger regional fire district.

Shared staffing of a new station could be explored even if Olmsted Township remains an
indepemlent entity.

The Township has grown at a pace more quickly than the Fire Department.

A replacement levy with at least the existing millage will be resrggust to maintain the
statusquo, while a bump in millage, recommended by the consultant, will permit a more solid
staffing

Model throughout the Olmsted Township response area. A lack of an increase in levy funding
should not be a deterrent to improwants.

14



OLMSTED TOWNSHIP COMMUNITY CULTURE

Earlyin this report we need to note the vitabilydcommunity spirit that characterizes
Olmsted Township and its fire department. In the inset below we sseaample ashe fire
department isable toassist the Ukraine firefighters with turnout gear.

19 NEWS

Ol msted Township firef
gear to Ukrai ne

(Source: Olmsted Townshipfire) ((Source: Olmsted Township firefighters))

By Julia Bingel Published:Mar. 30, 2022

OLMSTED TOWNSHIP, Ohio (WOIQ)OIlmsted Township firefighters donated a large
amount of first responder gear to be sent to Ukraine.

Fire Chief Patrick Ké | y sai d all gear will be sent to ¢
Service of Ukraine. They will use the gear to outfit units responding to large scale
emergencies in Ukraine, said Chief Kelly.

Earlier this month, the Eastside Departments Group Enforcement (EDGE) SWAT team
donated body armor and other protective gear to help troops fighting in Ukraine.

Copyright 2022 WOIO. All rights reserved. Township gear to Ukraine

(See Appendix 3 for the full story)
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OLMSTED TOWNSHIP RISK ASSESSMENT

OlmstedTownship is a beautiful community with a mix of new and older properties,
many of which have been constructed in the past 40 years. New properties should be inherently
safer than older due to better building codes and internal fire prevention systeras such
sprinklers, but lightveight building materials and synthetic components in strip malls and
similar structures tend to effet these gains, replacing old challenges in firefighting with new.

There are two opposing arguments regarding th@fotection and emergency medical
protection:

U Argument No. 1: Each and evergitizen and business occupant witkimsted
Townshipdeserves response times for Fire and EMS protection that are within national
standard guidelines and therefore, regardles®wfexpensive and regardless of the
infrequency of runs, enough fire stations will be constructed so that all residents and
businesses have speedy response times.

U Argument No. 2: An opposing argument is that the location of fire and EMS units
must logic#ly include the frequency or the demand for the services from that facility.
Locations should then favor frequent response zones,

Some sort of balance must be struck between these two argu@ernently a large
portion of the Township is covered wedlnce the existing stationagplaced in theenter of
the Olmstegopulationwhen constructedsidney is a safe city as seen in the inset below.

Olmsted Township Named the 40th Safest City ir

m America for 2021
SafeWildgedhas 100 Safest Smal | Tow

report was just released and Olmsted Township was named

Ly =g the 40th safest small town in
report: www .safewise.com/safest -towns -america/

Earlier this year, the Township was named the 2nd safest city

in Ohio.

safeveise con

Many thanks to our First Responders, Trustees and residents for all of their hard work
to keep our community safe!

The mapping to follow later in this report will show heither a onestation or twe
station model caprovide adequate coverage awive as dalance between the two
arguments abovén a twostation model,itere must be funds available not only for
congruction but for the much costlier staffing.

The computergenerateanapswill show fire statiolocation asit exists and as it could
change with a twtation model Consideration was giveio theTownship s mast er pl a
future land usage

Community Risk Assessment cannot be ignored when choosing a fire station location
and analyzing fire department staffing needs. While the two opposing arguments above are
valid, the reality of fire protection coverage in a community is that certain piegpresent
larger life safetyhazards.

16


http://www.safewise.com/safest-towns-america/

We havereviewedfiTarget Hazardsin the community includhg:
Urban Dense Areas

Light Manufacturing/Distributions Centers
Apartments

Schools

Home City Ice (Ammonia Hazard)

Senior Living Facilities

Dining and Assemlly areas

The Ohio Turnpike

Rail Traffic

©CoNo,rwNE

Urban Dense Areas

Olmsted Township has a nice
mixture of new and old homes, all with
niceties and all with combustible qualities

Even though house fires do not, or._:
the surface, seem to pose the high risk g
large mercantilstructureor factories,
theymust be considered as a primary
componentn a comprehensive risk
management plan.

The type of building that is
responsible for th greatest number of fire
fatalities is residential.

Right: New housing in
Olmsted Township

For actual fires ifhousing mutual
aid would be needed from adjacent
jurisdictions. Ensuring the assembly of a
adequate fire force quickly for these types afdings is difficult to achieve since surrounding
departments are no more highly staffed tdmstedTownship,and ittakesl5 to20 minutes
to get surrounding departmems$o OlmstedTownship Preprogrammed MABAS systems
(automaticaid) can be used teummon outside units immediately.

Good code enforcement is the best protection for the léglard occupancies.

Light Manufacturing and Distribution Centers

Light manufacturing and distribution centers pose many different types of hazards
depending on the lsiness occupying the building. Typical hazards include size of the building,
dangerous products within the building, and large number of occupants in the building.
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Buildings can be over one million square feet. Because it is easiavéoone building
housing many parts of a commercial enterprise and/or distribution center, businesses are
inclined to build as large a building as possible.

With the increase of-eommerce, real estate developers are building many more
distributions caters, many of which have close interstate access.cohidbe a growth area
for Olmsted Township, based on the recent past and the business trends toward more online
shopping.

Some of the manufacturing and distribution centers contain hazardous Inaiedia
hazardous processes. This exponentially increases the hazards present in the buildings, which
are often built around a generic fire code rating. Companies may have to force fit new hazards
into an existing building.

In Smithfield, North Carolina, a recent Kramer client, a new Amazon facility contains
620,000 square feet of constantly changing contents. This is shown in the photo below.

Right: Amazon has
arrived in many
communities that are
Kramer clients.

New taxes can help
fund fire department staffing m
increases

Amazon trucks traverse the streets and are arrivamg distribution centers nearby.
Buildings can be over one million square feet. Because it is easier to have one building housing
many parts of aammercial enterprise and/or distribution center, businesses are inclined to
build as large a building as possible.

With the increase of-eommerce, real estate developers are building many more
distributions centers, many of which have close interstate access. This will be a growth area for
OlmstedTownship, based on the recent past and the business trends towaahhnere
shopping.

Some of the light manufacturing and distribution centers contain hazardous materials
and hazardous processes. This exponentially increases the hazards present in the buildings,
which are often built around a generic fire code rating. Gongs may have to force fit new
hazards into an existing building.

Devel opers prefer to build generic or #fs,
range of tenants. Once a tenant places a dangerous material or operation in the building that is
not based on its original hazard allowance, the fire department and building department must
ensure upgrades are consistent with the new hazard.
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The ability to respond to hazardous materials incidents and initiate proper mitigation
efforts must be factoreato the allhazard response model of the fire department. Closely
working with the Local Emergency Planning Commission (LEPC) and monitoring Tier 2
reporting forms are desired actions by the fire department which can ensure that they can
deliver proper rgsonse.

The overall size of the buildings again require that crews build hose lines and need to
move much equipment from the fire apparatus to support operations. Distances from an
exterior door to the center of the building can be over 1000 feet. Tiwaltppeconnected
hand line carried in the fire apparatus is 200 feet. As one could note, this assembly can take
significantly longer than the typicati@inute set up time that occurs at a house fire.

A second issue with the ladootprint buildings is the time limitations of the breathing
air the firefighters wear into the building. The air tanks typically only laszQ.Binutes. Just
walking with a hose into the building could take 5 minutes. Searching for occupants may take 5
or more cr's just to cover the area of the building.

Built-in fire protectionwhererequired inthe light manufacturing and distribution
centersis present irDImstedTownship andis the best possible defense against a major fire
that could place a burden oatronly the business and its employees, but also on township tax
revenues.

The Fire Department is awané ESFR(Early Suppression Fast Response) Sprinklers,
which could be used at some point in the future in Olmsted Townhgpge storgdacilities
choose to locate in the Townshis consultant Randall W. Hanifen will attest, however, these
systems will only slow the firan many casesMuch manual firefighting and overhaul must
oftenbe conducted during a fire within large commercial buildings oitér 50plus
firefighters needed in rotation to accomplish all tasks. Fire department personnel trained in
forklift operations can often speed the operations.

Apartments

These occupancies have
increased hazard ratings due to the
number of occupant units within one
building. To the right is a photo of
the Evergreen Farms complex, with
each separate building housing 24

¢

units. —
onfl
Right: Evergreen ST
Farms Apartments in il
southwest Olmsted ‘!
Township

19



While fire codes do provide safeguardsiotels and apartmentsuch as seltlosing
doors and sprinklers, it is the increased number of occupants and their actions that are key
factors.

The most prevalent fire in these types of occupansiesoking related fires.
Accordi ng t o -201B RA,fireddpartmehi3 fe€ponded to an average of 166,100
structure fires that involved cooking equipment per year. These fires caused ge afer@0
civilian fire deaths, 5,540 civilian f)ire i/

Additionally, NFPA reports that in the year 2016 more than 95,000 apartment fires
occurred in the United States resulting in 8&&lian deaths and 3,375 civilian injurie®) (

Civilian actions that increase the fire damage after ignition include the removal of
smoke detectors, alteration of automatic door closures, and tampering with fire extinguishers.
The removal of smoke tictors can delay the reporting of a fire.

With a few exceptions, fire alarm systems in apartments are automatic and require a
monitoring company, which make it important for residents to hear the smoke detector and call
911.

One fire prevention taictthat can help lessen the size of an apartment and/or hotel fire
is the use of Stove Top Fire Stdytps://stovetopfirestop.com/) or similar device that
mounts above a stove and will dispense finguishment automatically if a fire occurs.

1 NFPA (2018). Reports and statistics about cooking fires and safety. Retrieved from
https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/By-topic/Top-causesof-fire/Cooking/Reports-
and-statistics-about-cooking-fires-and-safety

2 NFPA (2018). Apartment structure fires. Retrieved fitotps://www.nfpa.org/Newsand-
Research/Firestatistics-and-reports/Fire-statistics/Firesby-property -
type/Residential/Apartment-structure-fires
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https://stovetopfirestop.com/)%20%20/
https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/By-topic/Top-causes-of-fire/Cooking/Reports-and-statistics-about-cooking-fires-and-safety
https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/By-topic/Top-causes-of-fire/Cooking/Reports-and-statistics-about-cooking-fires-and-safety
https://www.nfpa.org/News-and-Research/Fire-statistics-and-reports/Fire-statistics/Fires-by-property-type/Residential/Apartment-structure-fires
https://www.nfpa.org/News-and-Research/Fire-statistics-and-reports/Fire-statistics/Fires-by-property-type/Residential/Apartment-structure-fires
https://www.nfpa.org/News-and-Research/Fire-statistics-and-reports/Fire-statistics/Fires-by-property-type/Residential/Apartment-structure-fires

Senior Living Facilities

Hospitals and senior living facilities have many of the same hazards as hotels and
apartments, with many occupants per building, often housed in individual units. In addition,
hospitals and senior living facilities have occupants that may not be ablectoaéy
themselves. This is a significant hazard increase, as the occupants rely on building and fire
protection features to protect them from the fire until staff and firefighting forces can move
them from harm.

OTFD and the Building Department should/i@w all proposed construction and
remodeling projects for senior housing to ensure adequaterbfiié protection. This type of
occupancy will increase in numbers over the next decade as the baby boomers continue to age
and need skilled nursing care

Another consideration for fire protection in this type of facility is the training of staff.
The staff members are the true first responders and their actions/inactions can have a large
bearing on the success of t haktraihingioeursdteedier t me |
department should conduct joint exercises so that the department and the facility can identify
their respective responsibilities in advance.

From a manual fire suppression standpoint, large numbers of firefighting forces are
needed to evacuate and rescue occupants that are not under their own power. These types of
events can require greater than 50 personnel even if the fire remains small.

Additionally, the need for EMS service at these types of events is great, as many
residents will need oxygen and special care during evacuation, and will need to be cared for by
EMS until they can reoccupy the facility or be located to another facility.

OlmstedTownship currentlyprovidesboth Fire and EMS protection. This spreads the
workforce thin. CurrentlfDImstedTownship cannot meet NFPA (National Fire Protection
Association) standards for minimum crew sizes at all times, [Recommend four (4) per
apparatus].

Nonetheless, the standards do permit the fire companies to deviate ésmrstAndards
when there is potential lifesaving potential. Standards are recommendations and are not legally
required unless adopted by municipal ordinance or township resolution.

Educational Facilities

The OlmstedTownship School District provides quality education, operating public
schools Reputable Private and Parochial Schools are also available in the ToviAnship.
Department response to any of the Olmsted Falls City Schools qraragi@schools would be
aregional response involving Olmsted Township. (See Inset below.)

According to FEMA(www.usfa.fema.govjn estimated
4,000schoolbuilding fires were reported by United Stati® departments each year and
caused an estimated 75 injuries and $66.lianiih property loss. Fatalities resulting
from schoolbuilding fires were rare. There was a general increase
in schoolbuilding fires toward the beginning and end of the academic year.
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Nearly 41% of all school fires are stariatentionally. Needless to say, implementing
these fire safety measures in schools are vit&xterior lighting with timers, motionor
daylightdetection sensoia Shrubbery and trees trimmed to keep areas around the building
unobstructe@®. Intrusionalarms on doors, windows, ventilator openings and roof hatches 4.
Trash receptacles stored away from buildings to reduce danger of fire. Locked metal lids for
extra protection5. Encourage neighbors to alert school personnel to apparent dangerous
conditions

OLMSTED FALLS
CITY SCHOOLS

ABOUT US:THE BULLDOG WAY
ANNUAL FEDERAL/LEGAL NOTICES
BOARD OF EDUCATION

BUILDINGS

DISTRICT DEPARTMENTS
EMPLOYMENT

FORMS/LINKS

STRATEGIC PLAN

STAFE DIRECTORY

STAFFE INTRANET

COVID-19INFO & UPDATES

OLMSTED FALLS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
OFCSFAMILY & COMMUNITY LINK PROGRAM

Our Mission

Olmsted Falls City Schools provides
experiences that empower its future
graduates to become life-long learners
who have explored career pathways of
their interest so that they can succeed
as citizens in a global society.

= = = = =] =] = =) =) =) =) = =

Four out of five of the Olmsted
Falls School DistrictSchoolsare located
within the Township.

Seeone schooto the right which is part
of the Olmsted Falls School District but is
locaed outside of the Township.

On the next page afeur additional
schoolswhich are in th& ownship, followedy
helpful FEMA information in the inset

Also located in the Township are schog FM[S L:P‘OX PRIMHY SCHOO[

administrative offices, bus garage and fuel
depot.
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https://www.ofcs.net/
https://www.ofcs.net/
https://www.ofcs.net/administration/54
https://www.ofcs.net/Content/404
https://www.ofcs.net/
https://www.ofcs.net/
https://www.ofcs.net/
http://www.generalasp.com/ofcs/onlineapp/default.aspx
https://www.ofcs.net/
https://www.ofcs.net/content/222
https://www.ofcs.net/staff
https://www.ofcs.net/Login/Intranet
https://www.ofcs.net/content/ofcs-reopening
https://www.ofcs.net/alumniAssociation.aspx
https://www.ofcs.net/administration/102
http://www.ofcs.net/4/Home

Thesefour schools are located in Olmsted Township

From FEMA:
School FireSafetyEducation & Prevention Checklist

blog.nationwide.com/schodire-safetychecklist/

. People also ask

How to teach fire safety to a child?
What are OSHA hazards?

What is a fire safety lesson plan?
What is a fire prevention program?

. Fire Safety Lesson Plans for Grades R&K

preventionlstorg B eTheRiresPreventioAWorks1

OverviewFire prevention s e v e r yChildrendeed tp vnHerstand the importanciref

preventionand learn ways they can keep themselves and their fagalfie©bjectives Students will

be abl e t o: fifeplevertiais thetrespousibilityhohbbth communities and individus
0 File Size:1MB
0 Page Count34

.Grades 3 toiKidfHeflthr e Safety

classroom.kidshealth.oig s af ety U fire safety
Fire SafetyWhen it comes téire safety, kidsan never be too prepared. Prevention is key, but
knowing what to dé and not to de in an emergency. These activities will help your students le
how to protect themselves in case there's a fietatBd Kids Health Links.
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https://blog.nationwide.com/school-fire-safety-checklist/#:~:text=Needless%20to%20say%2C%20implementing%20these%20fire%20safety%20measures,on%20doors%2C%20windows%2C%20ventilator%20openings%20and%20roof%20hatches
http://prevention1st.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Before-The-Fire-Prevention-Works-1.pdf
https://classroom.kidshealth.org/classroom/3to5/personal/safety/fire_safety.pdf
http://www.ofcs.net/1/Home
http://www.ofcs.net/2/Home
http://www.ofcs.net/3/Home
http://www.ofcs.net/5/Home

